


One way we shared the rich culture of Africa with the public was through our First Annual Performance. The Coronation was
performed in April 2009 and was a huge success! Professional artists traveled from Seattle, Washington, Benin, and Ghana to join
local artists for two weeks of rehearsals, residencies, workshops, and performances. ACC used this opportunity to educate people
of all ages about the continent of Africa. This program encourages an appreciation for the richness diversity brings to all.

Second Annual Performance: The Yam Festival
Coming Friday & Saturday, May 14 & 15, 2010!

Mark your calendar now for African Culture Connection's Second Annual
Performance. Experience traditional African dance and music! Local artists will join
internationally renowned dancers and drummers onstage at the Omaha Community
Playhouse. See colorful costumes, hear lively drumming, and energetic dancing as a
traditional African story comes to life. This performance is sure to entertain children,
adults, and anyone wanting to increase their knowledge of Africa. To purchase
tickets, visit www.AfricanCultureConnection.org.

Performances

African Culture Connection artists have performed at many local events including;
The Zoofari Celebration, The Durham Ethnic Festival, Creighton University, The
Holland Performing Arts Center, and schools in the OPS and Millard school districts.
Upcoming performances will be at Metropolitan Community College’s International
Fair and at Omaha’s Earth Day Celebration held April I7th in Elmwood Park.

Residencies

Using traditional African dance and music artists will teach and perform at five
Omaha Public Schools; King Science, Monroe, Beveridge, McMillian, and Druid
Hill. In Council Bluffs the artists will work with students at Children’s Square U.S.A.
and The Boys and Girl's Club. Participants will learn traditional dances, play several
rhythms on traditional African drums, create African jewelry, games, and Adinkra
cloth. ACC provides experiential learning opportunities to educate about the rich
contributions Africa has made to society.

Partnerships

All of the performances and residencies would not have been possible without the
support of several community sponsors. We extend our gratitude to:
* The lowa West Foundation ¢ UNO’s The Moving Company
* The Nebraska Arts Council ~  UNO’s Student Organization & Leadership Program
* The Sherwood Foundation ~  The Arts Center, lowa Western Community College

* Creighton University’s Lied Education Center for the Arts




A Message from Charles
Ahovissi, Artistic Director

It is an exciting time for African Culture Connection
(ACC)! Our programs are expanding, our first annual
performance went extremely well, and we are developing
new partnerships. We thank you for your support!

African Culture Connection artists are leading residencies
in the Middle School Learning Center Initiative and with
Girls Inc. for the second year. Additionally, residencies will
be held at Children’s Square U.S.A. and Boys & Girl's Club
of Council Bluffs thanks to a generous grant from the lowa
West Foundation..

We received grants from the Omaha Venture Group and the
AIM Compassion Institute of the Midlands for organizational
development to promote ACC's work and mission. We
updated our website, purchased equipment, created
more publicity materials (including this newsletter!), and
participated in community events.

Also of interest, | taught workshops and performed
throughout Colombia, South America with the Centro Colombo Americano in August, 2009. I also completed
Kennedy Center seminars entitled Artists as Educators: Planning Effective Residencies for Students and Laying
a Foundation: Defining Arts Integration.

I will leave you with a favorite quote by traditional African dancer Dionne N'Diaye, “Why we dance. We
dance with our hearts, our spirits, and without fear of missing a beat! We dance for our children, our families,
our friends, and our ancestors who paved the way for us to see this day! We dance because dance is what
brought us here, what keeps us here, and what will keep our dreams and hopes alive for another year!”

Help Support African Culture Connection’s Mission Today!

AR r Your tax deductable donation will help bring African culture and
: arts workshops, residencies and performances to our community!

Checks payable to African Culture Connection may be sent to:
1823 South 155th Avenue, Omaha, NE 68144. If you would prefer,
contributions are also accepted online through our website:
AfricanCultureConnection.org. African Culture Connection is a
501(C) (3) organization. Thank you for partnering with us!

Visit AfricanCultureConnection.org for additional information,
photos, artist biographies, and videos of our work.



Y2 Alrican

//I \y Culture Connection

Join Us for Our 2" Annual Gala Event

“Yam Festival”

An African Story Told through
Traditional Dancing & Drumming

Friday, May 14t at 7:30 PM
& Saturday, May 15t at 6:00 PM

Omaha Community Playhouse
6915 Cass Street, Omaha, NE

Order Tickets at AfricanCultureConnection.org

Talented local and international African Culture
Connection artists will perform a folktale about a
special yam festival. During the festival, the king
announces a worthy suitor can win his daughter’s
hand in marriage through a test of endurance.
Discover how a clever man uses his wit to win!

Get Your Tickets Today!

Tickets are available online at
AfricanCultureConnection.org or at the door.
For more information, call (402) 238-8259.

Tickets: Adults: $15 Students: $12
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